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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello Fellow Artists!
Pablo Picasso was quoted as saying, “inspiration exists,
but it has to find you working.” I have really
appreciated the “inspirational” artists this organization
has lined up for us. Now, about the working part….
Wasn’t Alison Watt’s demonstration at our last meeting just wonderful? So many
techniques, so many new materials to run out and buy! I learn tremendously from
our demonstrations; I hope all of you do too. Hopefully, I can create some more time
to be working on the techniques these magnificent artists have been bringing us.
Speaking of which, Tom Francesconi, an outstanding painter of portraits and
landscapes, is lined up to be our demonstrator for November. He teaches classes in
Chicago and has conducted workshops throughout the United States and all over
Europe … can’t wait!
Remember, Tom will also be teaching a 3-day workshop in November. Alison is back
teaching a workshop in February. And George Politis will be rejoining us in March for
his workshop. Finally, Carolyn Lord will be giving us a demonstration at our members
meeting and then offering a local “plein air” workshop in April. How fun!
So, there’s a lot of offerings as we emerge from this immured state of existence and get
back to rejoining our fellow artists in person. A big welcome to the new members that
have recently joined us.
We will be presenting some items for auction at times during our upcoming members
meetings to help fund the scholarships MVAL offers to art students and the grants we
make to local schools. If you see a chance to bid on something, please consider it, as
our scholarship program is an extremely noteworthy cause.
Einstein said, “Creativity is intelligence having fun.” So, as we enter the Holidays, I look
forward to having fun with all of you!

MEETING DATES

Sincerely yours, John Byram

NOVEMBER GENERAL MEETING

IN PERSON and ZOOM MEETING

November 16th, 2022- 7:30 PM
Church of the Good Shepherd
400 W. Duarte Rd., Arcadia, CA 91007-6819

DECEMBER BOARD MEETING
December 7th, 2022- 7:00 PM
Virtual Meeting via Zoom.
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MVAL President
		

NOVEMBER MEETING
Tom Francesconi
Tom Francesconi’s paintings have become nationally
recognized for their unique, interpretive style, flavored
with a richness of color and decisive brushwork. Tom
studied watercolor at the American Academy of Art in
Chicago. He has earned signature membership in
numerous watercolor societies, including the American
Watercolor Society, National Watercolor Society, Watercolor
West, Rocky Mountain National Watermedia and the
Transparent Watercolor Society of America, of which he
has been honored with ‘Master’ status. Tom has served
as president of the Transparent Watercolor Society of
America. He has received many awards in regional and
national exhibitions, including the 1st Place Award at the
43rd Annual Watercolor West Exhibition and the 3rd Place
Award at the 2019 Watercolor Arts Society Houston.
Tom has been awarded the Soft Edged Expressionism
Award at the 2013 and 2019 Adirondacks Exhibition of
American Watercolors. Tom received the High Water award
at the 2019 Red River Watercolor Society National
Exhibition. Along with his weekly classes in Chicago,
Tom has conducted workshops throughout the United
States, France, Italy and Croatia. Tom’s work has been
featured in numerous books and magazine articles.

“As an artist, I have chosen to express myself through the
language of paint. Stirred emotions are the essential beginnings of that language. It is my hope that my paintings will
echo that emotional response and the viewer will share in my
spirited statements.”

IN PERSON MEETING

Come and reunite with members in person,
it’s been a long time!
Church of the Good Shepherd
400 W. Duarte Rd., Arcadia, CA 91007-6819

ZOOM MEETING

For those preferring to stay home.
You will receive an email before the meeting telling you
how to log on ZOOM to attend.
The meeting will be open for log-in starting around 7pm.
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ARTIST OF THE MONTH

NEW MEMBERS

The schedule for this program is a combination of In-Person
and Virtual displays.
This format will allow those who cannot attend the meetings
to share their art with us. Two Categories: Themes and
Overall Winner (any subject). When the display is online,
there will be no in-person show, and vice versa.
Artwork may be just matted or framed.
For those who need assistance with their photos, Cris
Gordy makes herself available for Tech Talks via Zoom
on Wednesdays, 10:30-11:30 am. Join her, it is free.
Contact: crisgordywatercolors@gmail.com. - ph 213-2009398.
Guidelines for the online shows will be published soon.

Katherine Archibald & Eric Fulford
Sierra Madre

Themes
In-person
Online

Katherine has a BA in Art from Cal State University, Long
Beach.
She works in Acrylic, Watercolor and Ceramics. She likes
doing Multi-Media work.
Her hobbies include art, gardening, cooking, painting,
drawing and crafts.
She is joining MVAL to be connected to other Artists

Mark Chiarello & Terah Chesbro
South Pasadena

November, Still Life
December, Cold Comfort

Marl attended Pratt Institute in New York.
He does figurative and portrait work. He has worked in the
comic book field for DC Comics for 25 years.
His published books of work include “Heroes of the Negro
Leagues”, “Baseball’s 100 Greatest”, and “Alien to Zombie”:
ABC Book of Monsters”.
Mark likes to work in Pen & Ink and Watercolor.

2023 WIP - to be announced later.
Cris Gordy - Chairman

ON THE COVER

Jean Essa
Burbank

Watercolor sketch while traveling in Bruges, Belgium.

Jean has a B.A. in English and a Teaching Credential.
Watercolor is her preferred medium and she also works in
acrylic on wood. Landscapes, wildlife, seascapes and some
portraits. She has show in the Burbank Art Festival, Lantern
House, VHAA, St. Charles Boutique and received Best in
Show in San Marino.
She has been painting for 5 years. Taking art classes have
helped immensely. Birch Tress are her go to subject to paint.
She is joining MVAL to expand her experience in painting
and to meet new people.

-by Rosina Maize

WORKSHOP INFORMATION
MVAL Upcoming 2022 and 2023
Online Workshops:
Mark your calendar and join us!

Roberta Whitla (Robyn)
La Crescenta

George Politis - will be re-scheduled to 2023.
Alison Watt - DATE CHANGED
February 20, 22, & 24, 2023 (Monday, Wednesday, & Friday)
Watercolor

Roberta got a BFA from Art Center College of Design
She has exhibited in several shows and won awards. She is
also a Life Coach and feels it important to share what she has
learned from her experiences.
She likes to work in Acrylics, Watercolor and Mixed Media.
Her other hobbies are jewelry making, 3D printing and
painting, walking and journaling.

Tom Francesconi
December 5, 7, & 9 (Monday, Wednesday, & Friday)
His demonstration will be on Wednesday, November 16.
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THURSDAYS IN PLEIN AIR
To confirm or ask questions call Call Lynne Fearman (626) 355-7562 cell: (626) 487-6566
Bring lunch or take a chance there will be a place to buy.
Meet at the designated location at 9:00am and paint till 12:00.
At noon we gather for lunch and sharing of sketches and paintings. After lunch is the critique/share.
The critiques are informative and instructional. In the event of rain the paint-out will be canceled.
We have done our best to give accurate directions. Since we are based in San Gabriel, our directions stem from there.
It is each person’s responsibility to carry a map, GPS, or double check directions
If you are on Facebook, join the
“Thursdays in Plein Air” Facebook Page.
The Facebook page will keep you updated on any changes and connected with the other painters!
NOVEMBER 10th - HOME OF MOLLY MUNGER
450 S. SAN RAFAEL, PASADENA.
Limited space for 10 artists. Reserve your place!
(not a confirmed location yet!)
Call: 626-355-7562 leave a short message.
Who, what, where. I’ll put you on the list.

DEC 8TH - CHINA TOWN, LOS ANGELES
Pasadena freeway to Hill Street off ramp continue into China
Town, we will be at the main entrance on the left of Hill St.
At West College Way, parking on your left. Also N on
Broadway. You can take the Metro there too. We like to have
lunch at the cafe around the corner. Bring $10 for lunch.

NOVEMBER 17th - EATON CANYON
1750 N. ALTADENA DR. PASADENA 9100.
Meet at 9:00 paint anywhere but meet under the oaks
where the picnic tables are for lunch at 12:00.

DEC 15TH - L.A. ARBORETUM
200 N. BALDWIN IN ARCADIA
210 Freeway to Baldwin Ave. off ramp head south to the
entrance on your right. Plan on doing something
monumental! We will be here for 2 Thursdays in a row.
Eat lunch at the Peacock Cafe.

NOVEMBER 24th - Happy Thanksgiving!!!
DEC 1ST - ARLINGTON GARDENS
At the corner of Pasadena Ave. and Arlington Dr., 3 blocks
south of Bellfontaine, and the Huntington Hospital.
Bring lunch.

DEC 22nd - CHRISTMAS GATHERING
TO BE DECIDED

NEWSLETTER

DECEMBER MEETING

NEED COVER ART

SPECIAL DEMONSTRATION

As always, I am needing cover art for the Art and the Artist.
Cover art can be a finished painting, a class study or even
a page from a sketchbook. You can scan it or take a digital
photo with your camera or phone. Square it up as much as
you can, but don’t worry about it being perfect, I can fix that!

We have missed our In Person meetings the last 2 years.
We are returning to our special December Holiday meeting
tradition this year with 3 LIVE MVAL member demonstrators!

DEC 29th - SOUTH PASADENA LIBRARY
1100 Oxley St, South Pasadena, CA 91030.
Eat close by, or bring your lunch.

Be sure to mark your calendar for the December 21st
meeting and attend IN PERSON for this fun and festive event!

Joyce Nunamaker
Editor Art and the Artist
janunamaker@verizon.net
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